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WEST PALM BEACH -

Murder charges were dropped against a man arrested in connection to the 2017 fatal
shooting of a woman in Boynton Beach after he took a plea deal this week, according to court
documents.

In exchange, he must testify against any others potentially involved in Curtisia Courtney
Smith’s death, according to the conditions of the plea. But since the 26-year-old’s death, only
one other man was arrested and the charges were almost immediately dropped against him.

Roderick Taylor, 23, pleaded guilty to being a felon in possession of a firearm in the 2017
case as well as cocaine possession and tampering evidence in a separate 2016 case. The
second-degree murder charge was dropped.

Taylor was sentenced to the 1,205 days he had already spent in jail and will be on probation
for five years, according to the plea. He was released from jail Monday, according to jail
records.

Jacqualine Smith told The Palm Beach Post she is still seeking justice for her daughter.

“I am just sitting here praying and praying and praying Jehovah God will carry me through
this,” she said Tuesday.

According to the plea, if Taylor does not provide truthful testimony, or the sworn statement
he gave to authorities turns out to be false, his probation will be revoked, prosecutors can
reinstate the second-degree murder charge and he will be re-sentenced.

On April 5, 2017, Curtisia Courtney Smith was shot at point-blank range outside of Boynton
Beach's Z Food and Meat Market, on North Seacrest Boulevard, north of West Boynton
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Beach Boulevard.

In surveillance-camera video from the convenience store, a man whose face is concealed with
a bandanna fires the weapon at her several times. Smith was shot in the chest, neck and legs.
Police say it was a targeted attack.

She died 12 days later.

Another man in the video, later identified as Taylor, is seen talking to the alleged shooter
minutes before the attack and fleeing the scene with him soon after, according to police.

Taylor was arrested April 17, 2017. Three days later, a then 30-year-old man was arrested on
first-degree murder charges. Three witnesses, including a confidential informant, pointed to
him as the shooter. Less than 12 hours after he was booked into the Palm Beach County Jail,
the charges were dropped.

The Post is not naming him because he has not been charged again in the case.

At the time of his release, police said additional investigation revealed "exculpatory evidence"
after his arrest. They said they acted "out of an abundance of caution" and released him from
custody.

In the years since her daughter’s death, Jacqualine Smith created Justice4Courtney, a
Lantana-based nonprofit that focuses on anti-bullying programs. Smith previously told The
Post her daughter was harassed and bullied in the months before her death, even getting a
restraining order against a woman for the alleged harassing.

In court documents just months prior to her death, Smith wrote the woman’s family attacked
her, the woman sent her death threats and at one point even told Smith her family would find
her in a coma. The woman at the center of those protection orders has since died, according
to those familiar with the case.

The Post is not naming the woman because she was not charged in Smith’s death.

On Tuesday, she told The Post her daughter was her everything and that her family continues
to fight for her and those in similar situations.

“We try to continue to help people like she was helping. If it’s food, clothes or a bill if we can
help we will help or just be there as a listing ear.”

Staff Writer Olivia Hitchcock contributed to this report.
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